Stapling in intestinal surgery.
Although stapling technology was introduced to surgical procedures early in this century, its accelerated use has taken place since 1968. Several methods of restoring interrupted continuity of the large and small bowel are available to the surgeon. The method used is influenced by the level involved, especially as it relates to the availability of the two ends to be joined. The degree of cleansing of the bowel lumen also affects the method chosen, especially in colorectal anastomosis. The surgeon should avail himself of the appropriate training in the operation and use of stapling instruments because the principles of stapling technology differ from those of conventional suturing technics.